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REMARKS 

Each of claims 1 -8, 1 0-1 5, and 1 8 has been rejected under the judicially created 
Doctrine of Obviousness-Type Double Patenting at least partially in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,662,851. To overcome this rejection, a Terminal Disclaimer has been submitted 
herewith as regards U.S. Patent No. 6,662,851 which is felt to overcome the rejection of 
the identified claims under obviousness-type double patenting. 

Claims 2, 5, 9. and 16 have been rejected under Section 1 12 as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The tubular slats being flat (claim 2), having concave 
and convex surfaces (claim 5), being made of wood (claim 9), and adhesive 
encapsulating a part of the rung (claim 16) according to the examiner have not been 
adequately disclosed. 

With regard to claims 2, 5. and 9, the examiner is correct in that the tubular slats 
of claim 1 have not been shown or disclosed as being flat, having a concave or convex 
surface, or being made of wood. Accordingly, these claims have each been rewritten in 
independent form so that they are not directed to a tubular slat but rather to slats per se 
that are either flat, have concave and convex surfaces, or are made of wood, 
respectively. Accordingly, each of claims 2, 5, and 9 are now felt to be in allowable 
form. 

With regard to claim 16, the substantial encapsulation of a part of rung with 
adhesive was part of the original disclosure as it was set forth in original claim 16 and is 
illustrated in Figs. 10 and 11. The specification has been amended herein to 
incorporate language to support the language of claim 16. Accordingly, it is felt proper 
antecedent basis for claim 16 is now found in the specification. 
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New claim 22 has been added as a more specific claim to a type of connector 
system. 

There having been no other objections or rejections of the application, it is felt 
that it is now in condition for allowance and such action is courteously requested. 
Fees Due : 

The additional claim fee of $276.00 and Terminal Disclaimer fee of $110.00 may 
be charged to Deposit Account 04-1415. 
Oated June 30, 2004. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gary M. Pfclumbus, Reg. No. 25,364 
USPTO Customer No. 20686 
Tel: (303)628-1500 
Fax: (303) 629-3450 
e-mail: polumbus.gary@dorseylaw.com 
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